


Archives of literary creativity :

• Form a vital record of the cognitive 

processes that produce literary works.

• Are made up of a series of interlinked 
documents.

• Should be catalogued in a way that takes 
account of these factors.



Manuscripts created by authors may be

• Part of a more complete author’s archive.

• Preserved separately from other archival 
material.
• Divided between a number of repositories.

They may contain

• Rough notes and notebooks.

• Scenarios.
• Sketches.
• Rough drafts.
• Fair copies.
• Annotated proofs etc, etc.



Avant-texte:

‘… all the documents which come 

before a work when it is considered 

as a text and when those documents 

and the text are considered part of a 

system.’















Cataloguing should allow us to present archival 

material to researchers in a way that preserves 

both its full evidential and informational value.

But the process of cataloguing also

• Allows us to offer a better service to our readers 

and to understand their needs on a deeper level.

• Will produce greater efficiencies in dealing with 
enquiries.

• Will contribute to our understanding of the skill of 

cataloguing, which is central to our professional 
lives.


