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Is this empty envelope an insignificant survivor, ripe for disposal, or 

was it crucial inspiration for a poem: How can the records’ creator 

influence the collection’s arrangement and appraisal?

Sam Maddra, Archivist, University of Glasgow Special Collections



MS Morgan



MS Morgan



MS Morgan DG/10: Sydney Graham



MS Morgan DR/5: Harry Robertson



MS Morgan DR/5: Harry Robertson



Harry

-Tell us about Harry. – Harry the vanman? – The very man. Go ahead.

- Where shall I begin? He delivered newspapers and the van was red.

- That’s not too interesting. – We used to play strip draughts before we went 

to bed.

We lit out for the Blackpool Illuminations instead of trolling the Med.

I am sure there are many other things that might be said.

- So he’s not a fixture.

I get the picture.

-Do you? I don’t think so.  Wayward paths can be affectionately led.

Edwin Morgan A Book of Lives (Carcanet, 2007) p. 93



Jane Duncan, general correspondence, 1965



Press cuttings, 1958-1966





Jane Duncan, letter 1975



Macmillan press release 1959 (Press cuttings volume) 



My Friend Cousin Emmie (published 1964) 



Family tree and timeline with 

manuscript of ‘Jean Towards Another Day’



Typescript, unpublished Janet Reachfar book



“The files would supply one possible answer.”

James McGonigal, ‘Beyond the Last Dragon’ (2010) p 415


